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C.H.  IMRIE, 

T.D.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
Her!-  Surgeon  to  H.M.  the  Queen. 


Eden  Lodge , 


Woodbridge  , 
Suffolk. 

October,  1962. 


The  Chairman  and  Councillors , 

l/oodbridge  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman, 

Mrs.  Cory  and  Gentlemen, 

I  present  herewith  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year, 
1961,  dealing  with  the  general  health  of  the  population  of 
l/oodbridge  and  with  such  matters  of  hygiene  and  sanitation 
as  may  influence  the  health  of  the  community. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  Council  and  Officials 
for  their  help  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

I  am , 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.H.  II  HIE, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


C.H,  Imrie ,  T.D.,  Q.H.S., 

M.B. ,  Ch.3. ,  D.P.H. 


Public  Health  Inspector 


G.  Ogden,  M.R.S.H,,  M.A.P.H.I. 


A.  STATISTICS 


1 .  Summary  of  General  Statistics 

Area  of  District  in  Acres 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (approx.) 
Rateable  Value  of  District 
Product  of  Penny  Rate 


£78,766. 

£314. 


1112 

2139 

0.  0. 
6 .  0 . 


/ 


Page  3 " 


Statistical  Matter 


Population 

Although  ¥oodbridge  appears  to  become  busier  and  the  streets  more 
crowded  each  year  the  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General 
relating  to  population  and  allied  matters  hardly  bear  out  this 
appearance  of  rapid  grovrth.  The  figure  given  for  I96I  population 
is  6,020  which  is  I70  fev/er  than  the  figure  for  the  previous  year 
and  only  some  5^  above  the  population  ten  years'  ago. 

Thus  we  may  accept  that  ¥oodbridge  is  growing  fairly  steadily  but 
slowly  with  occasional  static  periods. 


Births 


During  the  past  10  years  the  number  of  births  has  fluctuated 
between  71  (in  1956)  and  IO3  (in  195^+)  xvith  an  annual  average  of 
90  over  the  period.  In  I96I  the  number  of  births  registered  was 
77  with  a  Birth  Rate  of  12*8  per  1,000  which  is  rather  lower  than 
in  the  previous  year.  There  were  no  Gtill  Births  in  I96I. 


Deaths 


Over  the  previous  10  years  the  annual  average  number  of  deaths 
has  been  68  with  a  minimum  of  60  (in  1952)  and  a  maximum  of  77 
(in  1956).  The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  I96I  was  75  and 
the  Death  Rate  was  12 ' 45  per  1,000  population. 

The  number  of  children  of  under  1  year  of  age  who  died  during  the 
year  was  1. 

Examination  of  the  table  on  Page  8  will  shov/  that  the  most 
prevalent  cause  of  death  was  heart  disease  while  the  group  of 
diseases  associated  with  heart  and  circulation  accounted  for  56/0 
of  all  deaths . 

Deaths  from  malignant  disease  of  various  forms  amountea  to  20^ 
of  the  total  which  is  rather  higher  than  in  previous  years. 
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Notifiable  Disease 


During  I96I  the  number  of  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease 
which  were  received  was  l4l.  The  bulk  of  this  number  was  113 
cases  of  Measles,  which  appeared  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
and  continued  through  Spring  and  Summer  and  finally  died  out  in 
September . 

The  peak  of  the  outbreak  occurred  in  June  during  v/hich  month 
practically  two-thirds  of  the  cases  v/ere  reported.  As  has 
been  the  case  in  past  years  the  main  age  groups  to  be  affected 
by  Measles  were  the  younger  school  children  and  also  the  pre¬ 
school  children  under  5  years  of  age. 

Measles  has  tended  for  many  years  to  recur  in  every  alternate 
year  in  T/oodbridge ,  but  more  recently  the  pattern  has  sho^m 
signs  of  becoming  more  irregular. 

Although  infectious  disease  in  general  has  tended  to  decrease 
in  the  last  few  years  this  does  not  apply  to  Measles.  This  is 
due  to  the  high  degree  of  infectivity  of  Measles  and  to  the  lack 
of  any  practical  means  of  immunising  the  child  population  against 
it.  There  are,  however,  reasonable  hopes  that  in  the  near 
future  some  type  of  immunisation  may  be  produced.  Modern 
methods  of  treatment  have  materially  reduced  the  incidence  of 
complications  to  Measles  and  recovery  is  usually  complete. 

The  remainder  of  the  notifications  received  related  to  IJhooping 
Cough  (12  cases),  Pneumonia  (7  cases),  Jaundice  (5  cases)  and 
Food  Poisoning  and  Gcarlet  Fever  (each  2  cases). 

The  decrease  in  TJhooping  Cough  in  recent  years  is  probably 
attributable  at  least  in  part  to  the  immunisation  of  infants. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  or  Poliomyelitis  during  the 
year . 

There  v/as  a  fall  in  the  number  of  Tuberculosis  cases  on  the 
Register  during  the  year  from  25  to  20.  Two  cases  were  added 
and  seven  removed  from  the  list. 

There  v/ere  no  deaths  from  any  of  the  infectious  diseases. 


/ 
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Refuse  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Refuse  disposal  by  incineration  and  controlled  tipping  at  the 
Council’s  ¥orks  at  Grundisburgh  Road  continues  as  in  previous 
years.  No  serious  trouble  or  complaints  have  arisen  during 
the  year . 

Sewage  disposal  is  a  problem  to  which  I  have  referred  at  some 
length  in  my  reports  over  the  past  15  years.  Year  by  year  the 
question  of  a  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  either  for  Woodbridge  alone 
or  as  a  joint  scheme  with  Melton  has  been  discussed  and  has  gone 
through  all  the  stages  of  planning,  and  has  been  the  subject  of 
ministerial  Inquiries,  but  difficulties  have  always  been 
encountered  which  have  even  necessitated  major  changes  in  plans. 
In  all  this  time  not  one  brick  was  laid. 

It  will,  therefore,  give  a  considerable  degree  of  satisfaction 
to  those  who  have  so  long  waited  and  hoped  for  a  modern  system 
in  Woodbridge  to  IolIow  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  there  v/as  some 
measure  of  agreement  on  the  plans  and  the  prospect  seemed  clear 
for  a  start  on  the  work  in  the  near  future. 


Hous ing 

The  housing  problem  which  the  country  has  inherited  from  the 
war  years  still  remains  a  big  factor  in  our  economy.  There  are 
still  too  few  houses  to  satisfy  all  the  needs  and  there  are  still 
too  many  substandard  houses  in  occupation. 

The  position  in  Woodbridge  is  in  many  ways  similar  to  that 
in  some  of  the  industrial  areas  in  that  there  is  a  considerable 
amount  of  poor  quality  accomi uodation  which  requires  to  be 
removed  and  replaced  with  modern  dwellings.  In  addition  we 
have  a  long  v/aiting  list  for  accorai-iodation. 

The  clearance  work  done  in  Castle  Street  and  the  erection 
of  the  new  blocks  of  flats  has  improved  matters  to  some  degree 
but  the  work  which  still  remains  to  be  done  is  considerable  and 
unless  the  tempo  is  increased  considerably  it  will  be  many  years 
before  Woodbridge  can  claim  that  the  slums  have  been  eliminated. 

Special  consideration  of  the  aged  must  be  given  when 
planning.  The  aged  form  an  increasing  proportion  of  the 
population  and  their  special  needs  should  be  borne  in  mind. 

Statistics  on  housing  will  be  found  on  Page  11. 


Summai'y  of  Vital  Statistics 
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This  rate  is  expressed  per  1000  live  births. 
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Causes  of  Death 


Code 

No, 


Male  Female  Total 

1961 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

4 .  Diphtheria 

5.  TJhooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  &  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
13 •  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

l4.  Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 
15 •  Leukaemia,  a leukaemia 
16.  Diabetes 

17*  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18,  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19*  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza 
23 •  Pneumonia 
24,  Bronchitis 

25-  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  U1  cer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27*  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
33-  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents 
35*  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


1 

2 


6 

1 

5 

5 

2 

2 

2 

3 

4 


1 

3 

1 


38 

/ 


2 

1 

1 

1 


6 

5 

4 

10 

1 

2 


1 


1 

2 


3 

3 

1 

7 

1 

11 

10 

6 

12 

3 

5 

4 


1 


1 

4 

2 

1 


75 


Total 

i960 


1 

4 

1 

4 

1 

7 

19 

1 

12 

6 

2 

1 

1 


1 

1 

7 

2 

2 

1 


74 
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Infectious  Disease 


Notifications  Received 


1 

3 

5 

10 

11 

12 

ll 

65 

Diseas  e 

under 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

& 

age 

1 

2 

4 

2 

14 

24 

44 

over 

unknown 

To  tal 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Nho oping  Cough 

— 

3 

4 

4 

1 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

12 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

Meas les 

4 

23 

21 

54 

8 

1 

— 

— 

- 

2 

113 

Erysipelas 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

- 

7 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

-■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

J  aundice 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

5 

l4l 


Disease 


Monthly  Notifications 


J an  Feb  Mar  Apl  liay  Jne  Jly  Aug  Sept 


Oct  Nov  Dec  Total 


Scarlet  Fever 

¥ho oping  Cough 

Poliomyelitis 

Me as les 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Dysentery 

Food  Poisoning 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 


11721--  -  .---12 


73-7  11  71  12  1  1--  -  113 


13-1-1-1  -  --  -  7 


1  1  _  .  -  2 


5 

l4l 


Jaundice 


3  1 


1 
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Tuberculos is 


Puli-ionary  Non-Pulmonary  Total 


M 

F 

M 

F 

Number  on  Register 

1st  January,  19 6 1 

14 

8 

1 

2 

25 

Number  of  cases  notified 
during  the  year 

1 

1 

2 

Number  restored  to 
Register 


Number  added  otherwise 
than  by  Notification 


Number  of  cases  removed 

from  Register  ^3  -  -  7 

Number  remaining  on  Register 

at  31st  December,  I96I  10  6  22  20 


Details  of  Cases  Added  to  Register 

Am 

27 

38 


Details  of  Cases  Removed  from  Register 


Sex 


Occupation 


Location  of  Disease 


F 

M 


School  Teacher 
Taxi  Driver 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 


3 

4 


Recovered 

Iioved  to  another  district 


HOUSING 
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Statistics  for  I961 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  District  at  31* 12.61.  2,139 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  2*8 

Number  of  new  houses  completed  by  Local  Authority  during 

the  year  6  Flats 

Total  of  post  war  Council  Houses  completed  to  31*  12.61.  3^^7 

Private  buildings  completed  during  I96I  31 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  approved  during  the  year; 

Discretionary  -  5 

Standard  -  15 

Number  on  Halting  List  for  Council  Houses  at  31* 12.61.  113 

General  Inspection 

(a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  during  the  year  for  all 

purposes  24 

(b)  Total  number  of  houses  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  11 

(c)  Number  of  houses  still  occupied  for  human  habitation  in 
respect  of  which  demolition  or  clearance  orders  have  been 

made  Nil 

Housing  Repairs 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  as  a  result  of  informal 

action  8 

Number  of  scheduled  (l955)  unfit  houses  rendered  fit  Nil 

Clearance  Areas 

Number  of  Clearance  Orders  made  1 

Number  of  properties  involved  in  Clearance  Orders  37 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  Clearance 

Orders  5 

Individual  Houses 

Number  of  dv/ellings  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 

made  4 

Number  of  dwellings  demolished  as  a  result  of  Demolition  Orders  Nil 

Number  of  dwellings  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or 

informal  procedure  6 

Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  or  part  of  x^hich  Closing 
Orders  were  made  (Section  12  Housing  Act,  1936)  1 

Number  closed  under  Local  Government  (kisc.  Provisions)  Act, 

1953  Nil 

Number  of  families  rehoused  from  unfit  houses  ^ 


Page  12 . 


Food 


The  number  ol"  premises  in  ¥oodbridge  in  which  food  of  one  kind 
or  another  is  purveyed  to  the  public  is  8l  which  is  the  same 
as  in  the  previous  year. 

The  follov^ing  gives  the  type  of  premises  concerned; - 


Bakers 

-  8 

Grocers 

9 

Butchers 

r*i 

t 

Green  Grocers 

-  10 

C  onf  ec  t loners 

-  10 

General  Stores 

-  13 

Dairies 

-  2 

Pork  Butchers 

2 

Fish  Mongers 

-  4 

Hotels  and  Cafes 

-  12 

Fish  &  Chip  Shops  -  4 

Food  Inspections 


It  should  be  noted  that  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for 
Woodbridge  is  the  East  Suffolk  County  Council  but  the 
condemnation  of  unfit  items  is  done  by  the  Officers  of  the 
Local  Authority. 


The  following  items  were  inspected  and  condemned  during  the 
year; - 


36 

lbs  . 

Cheese 

62 

lbs  . 

Meat 

23 

lbs  . 

Corned  Beef 

6 

tins 

Corned  Beef 

6 

lbs  . 

Jellied  Veal 

6 

lbs  . 

Ox  Tongue 

2 

lbs  . 

Sausages 

3i 

lbs  . 

Pate 

30 

tins 

Meat 

7  Steak  &  Kidney  Pies 
3  Chicken  Pies 

2  Hamburgers 
13  Beefburgers 

1  jar  Chicken  Breasts 
10  pkts .  frozen  Chicken 

3  Roast  Beef  Dinners 

3  Chicken  Dinners 

4  Fish  Dinners 

8  Steaklets 

5  stone  Fish 

6  tins  Fish 

34  pkts.  frozen  Fish 
13  Fish  Cakes  / 

13  tins  Peas 
3  tins  Baked  Beans 
10  tins  Soup 


20  tins  Tomatoes 

1  tin  Curry 

4  tins  Vegetable  Juice 

2  tins  Dog  Food 
10  tins  Milk 

31  tins  Fruit 

6  tins  Fruit  Juice 
1  tin  Baby  Food 

1  Oatcake 
1  lb.  Macaroni 

10  blocks  Ice  Cream 
8  Chocolate  Mousses 

3  blocks  Fudge 

Marshmallow 
Creams 

1  Yorkshire  Pudding 

7  pkts.  Potato  Chips 

3  pkts.  Potato  Puffles 
3  frozen  Cream  Cakes 

2  pkts.  Puff  Pastry 

3  pkts .  frozen  Broad  Beans 

4  pkts.  frozen  Brussel  Sprouts 
2  pkts.  frozen  Spinach 

8  pkts .  frozen  Green  Beans 

11  pkts.  frozen  Peas 


1080  ) 
23  pkts .  ) 
32  lbs.  ) 


Page  13  » 


Action  under  Various  Acts  &  Regulations 


1961 


1 .  Factories  Act,  1937 


On  Register  Ins  pec  t ions  Defects  Remedied 


Factories  not 

employing  power  5  2 

Factories  employing 

power  37  23 


42 


25 


0utv7orkers  -  Nil  on  Register 


11 .  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

No  statutory  action  under  Section  47  of  this 
Act  was  considered  necessary  during  the  year. 


